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BENEFITS 
Written by: Fred X. Turck, Virginia Department of Forestry 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Our Council experienced an 

increase in growth as a result of our 

last annual meeting.   However, 

new members only trickle in 

at other times of the year.  We 

represent all that support the use of 

prescribed fire in Virginia.  We 

have a lot to offer and a larger 

organization would be more 

effective in promoting the use of 

and maintaining our ability to use 

prescribed fire.   

One simple way to introduce your 

peers to the Council is to forward 

this newsletter to potential members 

and ask them to learn more about 

the organization and to consider 

joining. 

They will 

benefit from a 

better 

understanding 

of the issues 

impacting our 

ability to use 

fire, 

staying abreast of training 

opportunities, and learn from 

networking with other members.  

 The Council will benefit from 

having a more diverse and larger 

membership. One group that is 

currently under represented is the 

private landowner.  Though most 

don’t personally burn, they benefit 

from having their property 

prescribed burned and can be a 

valuable part of the Council.  The 

Virginia Department of Forestry 

and Forestry consultants should be 

in a particularly good position to 

recruit landowners who depend 

upon fire to accomplish 

management objectives.   
  

I think each of you can easily 

identify a couple of potential 

members and I challenge you to 

seek out new members. Forward the 

newsletter along with a personal 

invitation to someone 

who could benefit from being a 

member.   

 

Also encourage them to learn more 

about the Council 

by visiting our recently updated 

web site at ---- 

https://www.vafirecouncil.com/ 

 

EARLY SPRING BURNING 
 

The Virginia Department of Forestry 

offers an opportunity for Certified 

Prescribed Burn Managers to apply 

for and if approved be afforded the 

opportunity to be exempt from the 

VA 4 PM Law. The Council 

recognizes the importance of this law 

and it impact on wildfire prevention 

and is grateful for this opportunity. 

Council members also understand 

their role in using fire wisely and 

safely especially during this critical 

time in Virginia. 

Please click here and read more 

about the exemption process 

http://www.dof.virginia.gov/laws/4p

m-law-exempt.htm 

 

This year the Virginia Department of 

Forestry processed and approved 146 

exemption applications for 21,690 

acres. This is almost a 25% increase 

over last year’s exemption program. 

 

The council has proposed to the 

VDOF a change in the exemption 

process which may provide 

additional flexibility regarding the 

burn day parameters. This was well 

received by the VDOF but additional 

time is needed to further evaluate 

before a decision will be made. 

https://www.vafirecouncil.com/
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/laws/4pm-law-exempt.htm
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/laws/4pm-law-exempt.htm


  

  

 

 

FROM THE SOUTHERN FIRE 

EXCHANGE 

In this issue of their bimonthly 

newsletter, you will find the 

following three articles that 

highlight research results for the 

Southeast:   

 Effects of Repeated 

Growing Season Burns in 

the Piedmont  

 More on Shortleaf Pine 

Integrity: Post-Fire 

Resprouting 

 Duff Consumption and 

Post-Fire Longleaf Pine 

Mortality 

http://us5.campaign-

archive1.com/?u=18313cd6d252b7

c69af8d769e&id=af2d39572c&e=3

0e6c696cc  

 

If you have articles, stories, 

pictures or any other interesting 

information you would like to share 

in future editions of our newsletter 

please send to 

Fred X. Turck at 

fred.turck@dof.virginia.gov 

 
 

 

In Virginia, more than 1 million 

acres of longleaf forest extended 

south from the James River 

when English settlers arrived in 

1607.  The trees were the 

backbone of America’s naval 

stores, providing masts, 

waterproof pitch and turpentine.  

Their “heart pine” provided the 

frames and floors for colonial 

homes and businesses.  

This sprawling longleaf forest, 

which helped found the Virginia 

colony, was harvested to near 

extinction by 1893.  In 2005, a 

sliver of just 200 native trees 

remained in Virginia.   

The Nature Conservancy 

purchased a 2,700-acre tract of 

pineland in Sussex County, 

Virginia from the Hancock 

Timber Resource Group in 1998 

to create Piney Grove Preserve.   

Our mission was to restore the 

property to a pine savanna, 

showcasing the remarkable 

biological diversity of 

southeastern Virginia’s 

longleaf forests.  Since our first 

purchase, we’ve expanded the 

preserve and adjacent public 

lands to more than 10,000 acres 

in partnership with the 

commonwealth. 

The signature creature of 

Southern pine forests is the 

red-cockaded woodpecker, and 

Piney Grove harbors Virginia's 

last breeding population -- the 

northernmost population in the 

U.S. Listed as endangered in 

1970, this bird nests 

exclusively in live pines and 

requires mature trees with soft 

heartwood for excavating nest 

cavities. Controlled burns at 

Piney Grove Preserve in 

southeastern Virginia have 

helped recover numbers of the 

endangered red cockaded 

woodpecker. These 

woodpeckers depend on the 

longleaf pine savannah, a forest 

type that once dominated the 

South, but today occupies less 

than 3% of its historic range. 

For more information on The 

Nature Conservancy and it 

valuable work visit ….. 

www.nature.org 

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

The Nature Conservancy 
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